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An overview 
 
 

Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival 2026 
14 March to 19 April 2026  
‘Back forward’ 
 
Return to Konzerthaus Stadthalle I 112 Events 
 
The 2026 Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival will take place from 14 March to 19 April under the 
motto ‘Back forward’ and celebrates the festival's return to the concert hall Konzerthaus Stadthalle 
Heidelberg after almost seven years of renovation. For this fourth edition, with pianist Igor Levit as 
co-artistic director alongside artistic director Thorsten Schmidt, 112 events are scheduled between 
March and April, 74 of which will take place at Konzerthaus Stadthalle. 
Highlights include the opening weekend with pianist and conductor Fabian Müller, his orchestra 
The Trinity Sinfonia and Igor Levit as soloist, a three-day residency by the Swedish chamber 
orchestra O/Modernt with conductor Hugo Ticciati, a USA Day to mark the 250th anniversary of 
the American Declaration of Independence and a day in honour of Wolfgang Rihm. 
Other artists appearing at the festival include Nicolas Altstaedt, Iveta Apkalna, Avi Avital, John 
Eliot Gardiner, Augustin Hadelich, Julia Hagen, Barbara Hannigan, Angela Hewitt, Steven Isserlis, 
René Jacobs, Magdalena Kožená, Grigory Sokolov, Lukas Sternath and internationally renowned 
ensembles and orchestras such as Die Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, Freiburger 
Barockorchester, Bridges Chamber Orchestra, Iceland Symphony Orchestra, Royal Stockholm 
Philharmonic Orchestra, The Constellation Choir & Orchestra, Jazzrausch Bigband, Leonkoro 
Quartet and the Jerusalem Quartet. 
The young musicians of the Festivalcampus will perform 19 concerts with programmes they have 
curated themselves – including some of the 15 re:start concerts in Heidelberg's districts, which are 
free of charge. 
In total, Heidelberger Frühling will offer around 160 events in the 2025/26 season in the festivals, 
concert series and the Liedakademie.  
 
‘Back forward’ is the title of the Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival‘s return to the Konzerthaus 
Stadthalle Heidelberg. This principal idea is a plea for continuity through renewal, for a return to values 
such as curiosity, openness and a love of discourse, which have underpinned the festival since its 
beginning. 
The return to the Konzerthaus Stadthalle will be celebrated on the first weekend of the festival. The 
Heidelberger Frühling has deliberately placed the programme in the hands of Fabian Müller – whose 
career has been shaped not least by the Chamber Music Academy of Heidelberger Frühling with Igor 
Levit as artistic director – and his chamber orchestra The Trinity Sinfonia, which brings together many 
other alumni from the Heidelberger Frühling’s programme for promoting young talent. After the 
opening concert on Saturday with The Trinity Sinfonia, Fabian Müller and Igor Levit as soloist, the 
audience can spend the whole of Sunday (re)discovering all the halls of the renovated building under 
the title ‘Open Concert Hall’. The works from the opening concert will be performed. Four re:start 
concerts will be given by smaller musical ensembles from the orchestra.  
On a USA Day marking the 250th anniversary of the American Declaration of Independence, the 
Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut Heidelberg and the Heidelberger Frühling are looking across the 
Atlantic under the title ‘The Other 50%’. Words – including those of German writer Daniel Kehlmann – 
and sounds complement each other in a contemporary reflection on the ideals and realities of the 
country. 
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The Swedish O/Modernt Chamber Orchestra and its conductor Hugo Ticciati have been invited to 
perform five concerts at the Konzerthaus Stadthalle. For this residency, entitled ‘Hausbesetzung’, the 
artists are creating musical experiences that interweave masterpieces of modern and pop music.  
 
Based on the festival motto, the 25 young musicians of the Festivalcampus develop their own concert 
and programme concepts. The artists present themselves as an ensemble or in smaller formations in 19 
concert programmes and a public rehearsal, and also again as central performers in the re:start 
concerts in Heidelberg's districts. 
 
Opened in 1903, the Stadthalle Heidelberg has been the main venue and home of the Heidelberger 
Frühling since its birth in 1997. It has been closed since 2019 for extensive renovation, which was made 
possible thanks to the generous support of Heidelberg entrepreneur and honorary citizen Wolfgang 
Marguerre, his family and his company Octapharma. The last Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival in the 
Stadthalle took place in 2019. For the years 2022 to 2024, the auditorium of Heidelberg University's 
New University building was used as an interim venue, along with many other venues throughout the 
city. The 2026 music festival now celebrates its return to the Konzerthaus Stadthalle as its main venue. 
Other venues include the auditorium of Heidelberg University's Old University, the Karlstorbahnhof, the 
Heiliggeistkirche, the Jesuitenkirche and Metropolink's Commissary. 
 
You can find the latest information, the complete programme and press downloads at 
www.heidelberger-fruehling.de.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tickets for the 2026 Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival are available online at www.heidelberger-
fruehling.de, by telephone on +49 (0)6221 584 00 44 and at all known booking offices in Germany.  

https://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/en/press/
http://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/
http://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/
http://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/
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Programme details 
 

Opening weekend 
 
14 March Opening Concert 
15 March Open Concert Hall 
 
The Heidelberger Frühling has deliberately placed the opening weekend of its special 2026 
Musikfestival in the hands of the younger generation of musicians, specifically Fabian Müller and 
his chamber orchestra, The Trinity Sinfonia. True to the motto ‘Back to the future’, this event 
bridges the gap between the past of the Heidelberger Frühling with its chamber music academy 
and the future, which will be significantly shaped by artists of this age group. Fabian Müller and 
The Trinity Sinfonia, which he founded in 2023, will perform the Opening Concert with Igor Levit 
as soloist, featuring Beethoven's Fifth Piano Concerto and the Third Symphony (‘Eroica’). The 
following day, the musicians will fill the entire Stadthalle with music in seven further concerts in 
various formations.  
 
Fabian Müller has been known to Heidelberg audiences as a pianist for several years now. His career 
was shaped not least by the former chamber music academy of the Heidelberger Frühling under the 
artistic direction of Igor Levit. His ensemble, The Trinity Sinfonia, began in the Trinity Church in Bonn-
Endenich, where Fabian Müller organised the chamber music series ‘Zwischentöne’ (Nuances) for 
several years. This is where the nucleus of the ensemble, consisting of colleagues and friends, came 
together: bassoonist Theo Plath and clarinettist Nemo Scheliga with their Monet Wind Quintet and the 
Aris String Quartet. The result was an ensemble whose members were artistically and personally 
compatible and who had already performed a great deal of chamber music together in various 
constellations. Now they are all returning to Heidelberg together.  
 
 
Events 
 
Opening Concert 
Levit. The Trinity Sinfonia. Müller 
Back forward 
Sat 14 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Open Concert Hall 
Levit. The Trinity Sinfonia. Müller 
Beethovens Pianco Concerto No. 5 
Sun 15 March 2026, 11h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Open Concert Hall 
The Trinity Sinfonia. Müller  
Mozart‘s Symphony in G Minor  
Sun 15 March 2026, 13h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 

 
Open Concert Hall 
The Trinity Sinfonia. Müller  
Beethoven‘s ‘Eroica’ 
Sun 15 March 2026, 15h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Fabian Müller and friends 
Three, four, five, six!  
Tue 17 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Late Night: Fabian Müller  
Der Zauberlehrling 
Thu 16 April 2026, 22h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
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USA Day 
 
28 March 
 
In cooperation with the Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut Heidelberg, which celebrates its 80th 
anniversary in 2026, the Heidelberger Frühling is dedicating one day of the festival to the 250th 
anniversary of the American Declaration of Independence. Under the title ‘The Other 50%’, discussion 
events and concerts will focus on the recent past and immediate present of the United States.  
 
Events 
 
Concert and Lecture 
4x4 Frauenchor. Barley. Festivalcampus 
Bring me a Dream 
Sat 28 March 2026, 14h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Talk 
Daniel Kehlmann 
Sat 28 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 
 
 

 
Late Night 
Erika Baikoff. Roman Borisov 
Black Anemones  
Sat 28 March 2026, 22h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Igor Levit 
The People United 
Sat 28 March 2026, 20h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 
 

 

A Celebration of Wolfgang Rihm 
 
31 March 
 
The death of German composer Wolfgang Rihm in the summer of 2024 has caused consternation and 
deep sadness in the music world. The Heidelberger Frühling, with which he had close ties for decades 
– all of his string quartets were performed here in January 2022 – honours the master with high-calibre 
performances of his works and poignant speeches. The festival invites the audience and the 
composer's many companions to come together and share their memories.  
 
Events 
 
Gringolts. Power. Altstaedt 
Music for three strings 
Tue 31 March 2026, 16h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Wang. Levit. Mosch 
Texts and Sounds 
Tue 31 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 

 
SCHOLA Heidelberg. 
Ensemble Phoenix Basel. Windrich 
Vigilia 
Tue 31 March 2026, 21h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
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Residency of O/Modernt Chamber Orchestra  
Hausbesetzung 
 
20 to 22 March Hausbesetzung 1-5 
 
From March 20 to 22, Hugo Ticciati and his chamber orchestra O/Modernt from Sweden will be 
giving five concerts at the Konzerthaus Stadthalle. The artists create musical experiences that 
intertwine old and new, modern masterpieces and pop music hits – from Benjamin Britten to 
Radiohead, from Philip Glass to Nirvana. 
 
The ensemble name O/Modernt (‘Un/modern’) stands for a spirit of reinvention and the aspiration to 
create connections between musical styles and genres from a wide variety of eras and regions. The 
core group consists of around a dozen musicians, many of whom come from renowned string quartets. 
A pool of other colleagues who regularly join in and a series of changing guests ensure a mixture of 
stability and flexibility. Hugo Ticciati, the ensemble's concertmaster and an enthusiastic interpreter of 
all things contemporary, founded the ensemble almost 15 years ago in the conviction that in the 
temporal art of music there is no old or new, but only the sounds that resound in the here and now. He 
sees the audience as a forum that should take an active role in listening. 
O/Modernt can be experienced at the Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival in one of its first major 
residencies outside Sweden. During this temporary ‘occupation’, the musicians will perform in five very 
different formats at the Stadthalle.  
 
Events
 
Hausbesetzung 1 
Gillam. O/Modernt. Ticciati 
Crossing the Atlantic 
Fri 20 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Hausbesetzung 2 
Gillam. O/Modernt. Ticciati 
Journey into the Silence 
Sat 21 March 2026, 11h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Hauskonzert 3 
Thiele. O/Modernt. Ticciati 
Game withouth limits 
Sat 21 March 2026, 15h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 

 
Hausbesetzung 4 – Late Night: 
Seyfizadeh. Bota. Thiele. O/Modernt. Ticciati 
Dreaming and Remembering 
Sat 21 March 2026, 22h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Hausbesetzung 5 
O/Modernt. Ticciati 
Finale 
Sun 22 March 2026, 11h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
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Big stage 
 
The return to the renovated Konzerthaus Stadthalle also marks the return of large orchestras to the 
Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival, which in recent years had focused on smaller ensembles while in 
‘exile.” 
 
Events 
 
Soltani. Iceland Symphony Orchestra. Ollikainen 
Power of the elemens 
Tue 24 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Kang. Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Bancroft  
Mahler’s Breakthrough 
Fri 27 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Stegreif Orchester 
Escape Valse. A danced concert 
Thu 16 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freiburger Barockorchester. René Jacobs 
Il Giustino 
Fri 17 April 2026, 19h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
John Eliot Gardiner. The Constellation Choir & 
Orchestra 
Easter with Bach 
Fri 10 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Opening Concert for the Anniversary Year 
Klaus Mäkelä. Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 
30 years Heidelberger Frühling 
Fri 13 November 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 

 

Bach focus 
 
Johann Sebastian Bach is a recurring theme throughout the programme of the 2026 Musikfestival. 
True to the motto ‘Back forward,” the composer will also be placed in new contexts. We welcome 
pianist Angela Hewitt with a pure Bach recital, John Eliot Gardiner and The Constellation Choir & 
Orchestra with an Easter programme, the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin with the orchestral suites, 
and NEVERMIND, an ensemble led by harpsichordist Jean Rondeau, with an adapted version of the 
Goldberg Variations. 
 
Events 
 
Angela Hewitt 
Totally Bach 
Wed 1 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
John Eliot Gardiner. The Constellation Choir & 
Orchestra 
Easter with Bach 
Fri 10 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 

 
Jean Rondeau. NEVERMIND 
Goldberg like never before 
Wed 15 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin 
Bach’s Orchestra l Suites 
Mon 13 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg,
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Transcultural programme 
 
With its cross-genre, intercultural programmes, the Heidelberger Frühling deliberately targets a 
curious audience. The 2026 Musikfestival offers the opportunity to discover: singer Aynur Doğan, the 
voice of Kurdistan par excellence; mandolinist Avi Avital, who is highly regarded in Heidelberg and 
invites audiences on a journey through southern Italy; and the Bridges Chamber Orchestra, which 
combines Arabic, Persian and European classical music, contemporary music, Eastern European 
folklore, and Central Asian and Latin American sounds.  
 
Events 
 
Aynur 
Raven – Arise! 
Sun 15 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg, 
 
Avital. Sollima. Tondo. Copia 
Sentieri — Paths 
Sun 22 March 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 

 
Wu Wei. Bridges Kammerorchester. Xizi Wang 
Stories from 1000 Tones 
Sat 18 April 2026, 19h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
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Festivalcampus 
 
The Festivalcampus, consisting of 25 young musicians, develops its own concert programmes for 
the 2026 Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival and performs them in smaller formations or as an 
ensemble. The artists can be experienced in 19 concerts, including the re:start programme with 
free admission in the districts of Heidelberg and the new Apéro series at the Konzerthaus 
Stadthalle.  
 
One of the main concerns of the Heidelberger Frühling has always been to offer young artists creative 
safe spaces in which they can experiment and develop their own signature style. A prime example of 
this is the Festivalcampus for young musicians, which was launched in 2023 and has been a huge 
success at the last two Musikfestivals.  
At the heart of this programme for promoting young talent are 25 protagonists of a future concert 
landscape: excellent musicians at the beginning of their careers who pursue artistic visions with 
outstanding skills on their instruments. They strive to further develop their professional work in 
interdisciplinary collaboration and to constantly explore new ways in which music can have an impact 
on society. In addition to string instruments as the core of the ensemble, this year's programme also 
features piano, bassoon, percussion and, for the first time, three singers. 
 
A project involving a larger ensemble on Maundy Thursday takes on special significance. For this 
concert, a 17-member ensemble from the ranks of the Festivalcampus will collaborate with the two 
inspirational figures Nicolas Altstaedt and Igor Levit to present a programme ranging from large-scale 
solo concertos to intimate chamber music, showcasing what sets the Festivalcampus apart: 
collaboration on equal terms and individual responsibility in a productive tension with group awareness 
and collective interaction. 
 
 
Events 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Wed 18 March 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Apéro Concert 
Fri 20 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Roman Borisov. Festivalcampus 
Tue 24 March 2026, 17h00 
Aula der Alten Universität Heidelberg 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Do 26.3.2026, 12.45 Uhr 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Apéro Concert 
Fri 27 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
USA Day 
Sat 28 March 2026, 14h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 

 
Altstaedt. Levit. Festivalcampus 
Thu 2 April 2026, 18h30 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Wed 8 April 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Apéro Concert 
Fri 10 April 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Tue 14 April 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
LAB of Festivalcampus 
Fri 17 April 2026, 20h00 
Metropolink’s Commissary 
 
 
As well as in the re:start programme. 
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re:start 
 
The re:start programme offers free concerts in Heidelberg's neighbourhoods to create a low-
threshold offering, enable social participation, foster community and, last but not least, strengthen 
the city's identity. At the same time, the programme promotes young artists. During the 2026 
music festival, a total of 15 re:start concerts will take place, created primarily by members of the 
festival campus and, for the first time, also by scholars from the Liedakademie. 
 
The successful concept behind re:start, which has reached tens of thousands of people in recent years, 
is now entering its fourth year in the 2026 festival season. The 15 re:start concerts include popular 
formats such as the Dinner concert. Essential partners such as the Augustinum in Emmertsgrund and 
neighbourhood associations such as those in Kirchheim and Boxberg, as well as established venues 
such as the student Marstallcafé, the Collegium Academicum (residential project on the hospital area) 
and the CHAPEL in the southern part of the city, are hosting re:start events. But there are also new 
venues to discover, such as the Bosch Museum in Heidelberg-Schlierbach.  
 
Admission to all re:start concerts is free, but there is an opportunity to make a donation on site and 
online. re:start is made possible by the Fonds Zukunftsmusik, which was initiated by the main partners 
of the Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival: Heidelberg Materials, MLP, Octapharma and SAP, to 
promote young artists. Since then, it has been kept alive through the commitment of private sponsors 
and donations from concertgoers. 
 
Events 
 
Open Concert Hall 
Sun 15 March 2026, from 10h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Dinner Concert 
Tue 17 March 2026, 17h00 
Evangelische Kapellengemeinde in der Plöck 
 
Afternoon music on the Boxberg 
Sat 21 March 2026, 15h00 
Gemeindezentrum der Lukasgemeinde Heidelberg 
 
Concerts at Carl Bosch Museum 
Wed 25 March 2026, 17h00 and 18h15 
Carl Bosch Museum Heidelberg 
 
Concerts at Südstadt 
Fri 27 March 2026, 18h30 and 21h00 
CHAPEL 
 
 
 

 
Concerts at Emmertsgrund 
Thu 9 April 2026, 19h00 
Augustinum Heidelberg 
 
Concerts at Schlierbach 
Sat 11 April 2026, 15h00 
Venue to be announced 
 
Walking Concert at Kirchheim 
Sun 12 April 2026, 16h30 
St. Peter, Bonhoeffer-Gemeinde, Bürgerzentrum 
Kirchheim 
 
Concert at Collegium Academicum 
Wed 15 April 2026, 20h00 
Collegium Academicum 
 
Concert at Marstallcafé 
Sun 19 April 2026, 18h00 
Marstallcafé 
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New series 
Lunch Time Concerts and Apéro Concerts 
 
With the return to the Stadthalle, two new series offer special shared festival moments: the lunchtime 
concerts invite you to take a musical break with short concerts. The Friday evening Apéro concerts not 
only herald the start of the weekend, but are also the perfect start to the concert evening. With a drink 
in hand, you can enjoy entertaining and varied programmes in the chamber music hall. Both series are 
organised by young musicians from the festival campus. 
 
Events 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Wed 18 March 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Apéro Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Fri 20 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg, 
Kammermusiksaal 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Thu 26 March 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Apéro Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Fri 27 March 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg, 
Kammermusiksaal 
 
Lunchtime Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Wed 8 April 2026, 12h45 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Apéro Concert 
Musicians of the Festivalcampus 
Fri 10 April 2026, 18h00 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg, 
Kammermusiksaal 
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For young people & families 
 
The Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival invites families with children, pupils and young adults to 
experience music together with a wide range of activities. Family concerts, school programmes, 
workshops and interactive concerts allow different generations to discover music together.  
 
Events 
 
Open Concert Hall — Family offerings 
Sun 15 March 2026 
10h00, for children aged 3 and above 
14h15, for children aged 7 and above 
 
Workshop and Concert with Bundesjugendchor 
Thu 19 March 2026 
10h00, Workshop for school choirs and singing 
school classes at secondary schools 
19h30, Evening Concert of Bundesjugendchors 
 
Family Concert — Die Schurken: Vergissmeinnicht 
Sun 22 March 2026, 16h00, for children from 6 
years and people of all ages 
Mon 23 March 2026, 10h00, for primary schools 
Karlstorbahnhof 
 
Hanke Brothers: Matinee 
Sun 29 March 2026, 11h00, For music lovers of all 
ages, recommended for ages 7 and up 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Play Along and Workshop Concert 
Bridges Kammerorchester 
Sat 18 April 2026 
10h00 – 12h00, Play-Along for people of all ages 
with different instruments 
12h30 – 13h30, Workshop Concert for interested 
people 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Public orchestra rehearsal for children, School 
visits and workshop — Music Swap Lab & Die 
Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen  
Sun 19 April 2026, 15h00, for children aged 8 and 
above 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
15 – 17 April 2026, Available dates for school visits 
and workshops 
 
re:start 
The re:start concerts in various districts also have 
something to offer young people and families. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Family ticket 
 
Every festival concert is an invitation to families to leave everyday life behind for a few hours and enjoy 
music together. To make this as affordable as possible for families, there is a family ticket that allows 
family members to attend the concert for half price: 
 
Family ticket = 50% discount on the regular ticket price for each member of the family* 
* Family = maximum 2 adults, minimum 1 child (aged 3 to end of school age), does not apply to events for young people 
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Konzerthaus Stadthalle Heidelberg 
 
Renovation concept 2019–2025 (Waechter+Waechter Architects BDA) 
 
In order to adapt the listed building fabric to the changed structural and usage-specific requirements, 
extensive renovation work was necessary on Heidelberg's Stadthalle (town hall), which was built 
between 1901 and 1903. In close cooperation with the operator of the Konzerthaus Stadthalle 
Heidelberg, Heidelberger Kultur- und Kongressgesellschaft mbH, the use of the building was 
redesigned based on years of experience. The technical equipment – from cabling and the installation 
of state-of-the-art event technology to the optimisation of the control room – was planned and 
implemented jointly. The aim of the renovation was to create independent access and thus improve the 
use of the various areas. 
 
To this end, the foyer was connected to the Meriansaal on the Neckar side: the portico in front was 
glazed on the inside, exposing the historic openings in the façade. On the east side of the building, the 
original appearance is being restored with the former open staircase. 
 
The hall, which had previously been used exclusively as a flat space, was made versatile for a wide 
variety of events and concerts with different stage configurations by installing lifting platforms. The 
possibility of arranging the rows of seats in tiers significantly improves visibility. The rows of chairs on 
the side galleries were expanded from three to five rows in accordance with the historical layout. 
 
The arrangement of the stage podium in the high area of the front half of the hall allows for better direct 
sound distribution to the audience seats, thus ensuring more favourable acoustics. In future, the stage 
can also be enlarged to accommodate larger orchestras. If necessary, the rear seats can be used as 
choir seats. The historic iron railing on the organ loft has been uncovered again. 
 
For use as a concert hall, rehearsal rooms and modern dressing rooms were created for soloists, 
ensembles and orchestras. Goods lifts were installed to improve delivery conditions, and a lifting 
platform was installed in the hall for positioning items such as concert grand pianos. Overall, the 
building was made accessible to the public. 
 
About the building's history 
To mark the university's centenary celebrating Heidelberg's 100 years as part of the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, Heidelberg City Hall was built between 1901 and 1903 on the banks of the Neckar river as a 
meeting and festival venue. It was designed by architects Jakob Henkenhaf and Friedrich Ebert and 
built under the special supervision of C. Wächter. Stylistic elements of Wilhelminian and Renaissance 
architecture define the iconographic silhouette of the exterior, which is constructed of characteristic 
dark red Main sandstone, while Art Nouveau elements characterise the interior design. Although the 
city of Heidelberg was largely spared from destruction during the Second World War, the roof truss 
and individual sections of the south and east sides of the town hall were damaged. In 1979/1980, the 
town hall underwent careful restoration. Since mid-1999, individual sections of the sandstone masonry 
and roofing have been renewed. The building is included in the list of cultural monuments in Baden-
Württemberg. 
 
We would like to thank Waechter+Waechter Architects BDA for providing us with the renovation 
concept. 

Slightly abridged text version. For the unabridged version in German, see programme book, p. 21. 
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Facts and Figures   
 

 
Foundation       1997    
 
 
Heidelberger Frühling Events 2025/26   ca. 160 
Of it:  
Musikfestival       112 
Streichquartettfest      10  
Kammermusik +        9 
Liedfestival       about 30 
 
 
Heidelberger Frühling total budget 2026   approx. 5,4 Mio. €  

 
Share of private financing    approx. 75 % 
(own revenues, fundraising, sponsoring) 
 
Share of public financing    approx. 25 %  
(City of Heidelberg, Land of Baden-Württemberg) 

 
 
 

The Heidelberger Frühling is financed by a balanced mix of supports from private individuals and 
companies, subsidies from the City of Heidelberg and the State of Baden-Württemberg, third-party 
funding and ticket sales. 
The main sponsors include Heidelberger Frühling Freundeskreis e. V., the main and founding partner of 
the music festival, Heidelberg Materials, as well as other main partners such as financial and 
investment advisor MLP, biotechnology company Octapharma, and SAP SE. 
 
In addition, the foundation Heidelberger Frühling Musikstiftung has been a reliable and financially 
strong partner of the Heidelberger Frühling for over ten years. Together with Heidelberger Frühling, the 
circle of donors initiated the renovation of the Stadthalle and is making this year's music festival 
opening weekend possible. Long-standing private patrons involved in the circle of donors include Dr 
Renate Keysser-Götze and Dr Dietrich Götze with their Athenaeum Foundation, Dr h.c. Manfred 
Lautenschläger with his Manfred Lautenschläger Foundation, Dr Jobst Wellensiek (†), Elke and Günter 
Reimann-Dubbers, and Eva and Hans-Joachim Wessendorf.  
 
Founded in 2023, the Heidelberger Frühling Club brings together a group of music enthusiasts under 
the umbrella of the Heidelberger Frühling Musikstiftung who are committed to the Heidelberger 
Frühling Musikfestival. 
 
Heidelberger Frühling would like to thank the Europäischer Hof Heidelberg, the festival's artist hotel, 
for once again supporting Heidelberger Frühling as a Diamond Sponsor in 2026. 
 
The foundation Klaus Tschira Stiftung is once again involved in the 2026 festival season as a concert 
sponsor in the platinum sponsor category. 
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In addition to long-standing partner sovanta, the group of gold sponsors includes GIM Gesellschaft für 
Innovative Marktforschung and, once again, Heidelberg-based real estate company Kalkmann 
Wohnwerte. For the first time in this sponsorship category, Heidelberger Frühling welcomes private 
sponsors Gundel Schoess-Kronshage and Christoph Schoess. Mobility partner Ebert Automobile is 
also active again as a gold sponsor. Heidelberger Frühling would also like to thank Dr Manfred Fuchs 
and the foundation Leonie Wild Stiftung for their commitment as gold sponsors. 
 
Thanks to the support of EPPLE Holding, which has made the ‘Architecture and Music’ concert series 
possible in recent years, a concert with the Bridges Chamber Orchestra will take place in the 
Konzerthaus Stadthalle during the 2026 music festival. 
 
Other long-standing partners and sponsors of concerts at the Heidelberger Frühling Musikfestival 
include Heidelberg Engineering, Heidelberger Volksbank, Pekkip Holding, SRH, the foundationHoratio 
Egmont Stiftung, Breer Gebäudedienste, and Drs. Andreas Dienerowitz and Klaus Remde. 
 
The University of Heidelberg and the Heidelberger Frühling have enjoyed a long-standing, close 
partnership, which was particularly important for the music festival during the closure of the Stadthalle. 
The use of the festival campus venues is made possible by the close and generous cooperation with 
the University of Heidelberg and by the collegial collaboration with the city's church communities and 
other district partners.  
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You can find the latest information and the full programme at www.heidelberger-fruehling.de.     
 
The following items are available for download in the press section of the Heidelberger Frühling 
website: 
 
2026 Musikfestival  

- Press kit  
- Programmme book 
- Selection of performing artists  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Press contacts 
 
If you have any questions or would like to request an interview or press pass, please feel free to contact 
us at any time. 
 
Heidelberger Frühling  
 
Sophia Pick  
Head of Communications  
+49 (0)6221 – 584 00 10 
+49 (0)1520 – 93 35 874  
s.pick@heidelberger-fruehling.de 
 
Jane Roth 
Press/Communications 
+49 (0)6221 – 584 00 46 
j.roth@heidelberger-fruehling.de  

for artists  
 
Maren Borchers-Fromageot   
+49 (0)30 – 414 78 17 40 
+49 –(0)173 – 29 49 111  
maren.borchers@forartists.de  
 
 
Ulrike Arens 
+ 49 (0)30 – 644 752 - 42 
ulrike.arens@forartists.de  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Heidelberger Frühling 
Friedrich-Ebert-Anlage 50 
69117 Heidelberg 
+49 (0)6221 5840000 
presse@heidelberger-fruehling.de 
www.heidelberger-fruehling.de  

http://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/
https://www.heidelberger-fruehling.de/en/press/
mailto:s.pick@heidelberger-fruehling.de
mailto:j.roth@heidelberger-fruehling.de
mailto:maren.borchers@forartists.de
mailto:ulrike.arens@forartists.de
mailto:presse@heidelberger-fruehling.de
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