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The 2026 Heidelberger Friihling Musikfestival in Heidelberg, Germany
looks back on the most successful edition in the festival’s history

Around 47,000 seats filled | First festival edition at the reopened Konzerthaus Stadthalle
Heidelberg

Heidelberg, Germany, 20 April 2026. Yesterday evening, the 2026 Heidelberger Friihling
Musikfestival draws to a close with the festival finale featuring pianist Mao Fujita and the Die
Deutsche Kammerphilharmonie Bremen, conducted by Paavo Jérvi at the Konzerthaus Stadthalle
Heidelberg. With around 47,000 visitors, it concludes its most successful edition since its
founding in 1997.

From 14 March to 19 April, 112 events were on the programme under the motto ‘Back Forward’, 74
of which took place at the Konzerthaus Stadthalle, which hosted the Heidelberger Friihling
Musikfestival for the first time again following almost seven years of renovation. The return to the
festival’s home venue and its rediscovery were at the heart of this year’s festival. Around 24
concerts were sold out. 15 concerts took place in Heidelberg’s neighbourhoods as part of the
re:start programme, with free admission. It was the fourth music festival with pianist Igor Levit as
co-artistic director alongside artistic director Thorsten Schmidt.

When the Heidelberger Friihling Musikfestival concludes its 2025/26 season following the
Liedfestival in June, it will have attracted over 55,000 visitors — more than ever before in the
festival’s history.

Artistic Director Thorsten Schmidt on the first edition back at the Konzerthaus Stadthalle
Heidelberg: ‘The Konzerthaus Stadthalle was the star of the festival. And with 74 out of a total of
112 festival events spread over 31 performance days, it passed its first major test as a modernised
concert hall with flying colours. The audience and the festival artists from all over the world were
delighted by the acoustics and the venue’s special, welcoming atmosphere. Heidelberg now
boasts not only one of the most beautiful concert halls in the country, but above all one of the most
atmospheric and acoustically appealing venues in the region.’

Opened in 1903, the Heidelberg Stadthalle has been the main venue and home of the music
festival since the founding of the Heidelberger Friihling in 1997. From 2019 until early 2026, it was
closed for a comprehensive renovation, which was made possible thanks to the generous support
of the Heidelberg entrepreneur and honorary citizen Wolfgang Marguerre, his family and his
company Octapharma: They covered the entire cost of 57 million euros.

The 2027 Heidelberger Friihling Musikfestival is scheduled to take place from 13 March to 17 April,
when the festival’s 30th anniversary will be celebrated. The programme will be published on
29 September.

Highlights of this year’s music festival included the opening weekend featuring Igor Levit, conductor
Fabian Miiller and The Trinity Sinfonia orchestra; a three-day residency by the Swedish chamber
orchestra O/Modernt under the baton of Hugo Ticciati; a USA Day to mark the 250th anniversary of
the American Declaration of Independence; and a day in honour of Wolfgang Rihm.
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Five festival concerts were recorded by the radio media partners SWR Kultur and Deutschlandfunk
Kultur. On 5 May from 1.05 pm (CET), the final concert recording will be broadcast on SWR Kultur:
pianist Eva Gevorgyan performed solo piano works by César Franck, Robert Schumann, Pyotr I.
Tchaikovsky and Sergei Rachmaninoff.

The festival also welcomed artists such as Nicolas Altstaedt, Iveta Apkalna, Avi Avital, John Eliot
Gardiner, Julia Hagen, Augustin Hadelich, Barbara Hannigan, Angela Hewitt, Steven Isserlis, René
Jacobs, Magdalena Kozen4, Grigory Sokolov and Lukas Sternath, as well as internationally
renowned ensembles and orchestras such as the Freiburg Baroque Orchestra, the Bridges Chamber
Orchestra, the Iceland Symphony Orchestra, the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic Orchestra, The
Constellation Choir & Orchestra, the Jazzrausch Big Band, the Leonkoro Quartet and the
Jerusalem Quartet.

The Heidelberger Friihling Musikfestival is funded by a balanced mix of sponsorship from private
individuals and companies, grants from the City of Heidelberg and the State of Baden-Wiirttemberg,
third-party funding, and revenue from ticket sales.

Among the sponsors, the Heidelberger Friihling Freundeskreis e. V., the main and founding partner of
the music festival, Heidelberg Materials, as well as other main partners including the financial and asset
management consultancy MLP, the biotechnology company Octapharma and SAP SE, are particularly
noteworthy.

Photos of the concerts from the 2026 Heidelberger Friihling Musikfestival are available to download
here free of charge.

From 13 to 20 June 2026, the fifth edition of the Heidelberger Friihling Liedfestival will showcase the
lied in all its diversity.
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